Braunstone Park &
Rowley Fields
Community Meeting

Your Community, Your Voice

Record of Meeting and Actions

5:00 pm, Tuesday, 15 March 2011
Held at: Braunstone Victoria Working Mens Club, Cantrell Road

Who was there:

Councillor Michael Cooke
Councillor Anne Glover
Councillor Wayne Naylor

o

Leicester



INFORMATION SHARING - ‘INFORMATION FAIR’ SESSION

The following information stands were sited in the room. Members of the public
visited the stands and were given an opportunity to meet Councillors, Council staff
and service representatives.

Ward Councillors and General City Warden Service
Information
The City Warden for the
Residents were given a chance to Braunstone Park and Rowley
talk to their local Councillors or Fields ward was present.
raise general queries..
Police Drug and Alcohol Action Team

Consultation
Members of the Local Policing Unit
were present. Residents were provided with an
opportunity to get involved in the
consultation run by the Drug and
Alcohol Action Team.

Libraries Health through Warmth
There was an opportunity for Information was provided on the
residents to find out more Health through Warmth initiative.
information about the Libraries
service.
Recycling Local Area Housing

Information was provided about the | Representative from the Local Area
recycling pilot scheme and general Housing Office were present.
advice about recycling was also
provided.

At the conclusion of this informal session members of the public were invited to take
their seats and take part in the formal session of the meeting.



137. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies were received from Judith Webb, local resident.
138. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

There were no declarations of interest.

139. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

RESOLVED:
that the minutes of the meeting of the Braunstone Park and Rowley
Fields Community Meeting, held on 15 February 2011 be confirmed as
a correct record.

140. 2011 ELECTIONS PROCESS

Perry Holmes, Director of Corporate Governance, Leicester City Council provided
details on the process for the forthcoming elections.

Perry explained that the election day would be Thursday 5 May and that there were
currently three elections scheduled however there may be a fourth. These were:

Leicester City Council elections for Ward Councillors.

The election for the Elected Mayor.

A referendum on the Alternative Vote voting system.

A possible by-election may also take place for the MP of the Leicester South
Constituency as it was reported that the current MP would be leaving his role
to run for the Elected Mayor.

An overview of the different elections was provided. This was as follows:

Leicester City Council elections for Ward Councillors

It was stated that this took place every four years and there would be 54 Councillors
elected in 24 wards. There would be 10 three Member wards and the rest would be
two Member wards. With regards to polling stations for the Braunstone Park and
Rowley Fields area, residents were informed that there would be seven polling
stations with two stations in Blessed Sacrament Church Hall. It was stated this was
due to a different polling station being needed for the election on the referendum on
the Alternative Vote voting system.

Perry explained that for the Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields ward, voters would
have to tick three boxes for the three Councillors they wished to vote for.

Elected Mayor

It was explained that there would be two columns on the ballot paper for this
election. This represented choosing a first and second choice of candidate,.



Residents were informed that if a candidate managed to secure 50% of the first
votes then would be declared as the winner. It was explained further that if this was
not the case then all candidates apart from the top two would be eliminated and then
the second choice votes would be taken into account for the remaining candidates
with the first and second choice votes being added together for the candidates and
the person with the most votes then declared the winner.

The Community Meeting was informed that if a voter only marked the second choice
box and not the first choice then this would be regarded as a spoilt ballot paper and
the vote would be not be counted. It was explained however that voters were allowed
just to choose their first choice and not necessarily their second choice.

It was noted that in Mayoral elections in other authorities the number of spoilt ballot
papers had increased due to the different voting process.

Alternative Vote voting system

It was explained that the Alternative Vote system was similar to the supplementary
voting system however there would the possibility of there being a third, fourth or
further rounds until a winner obtained 50% of the vote.

Residents were informed that there were 330,000 people in the city and 229,000
were on the electoral register. If people wanted to vote, they needed to ensure they
were registered by 14 April 2011. It was noted that there were a considerable
amount of people who still were not registered. Residents were informed to expect
polling cards towards the end of March. Perry stated that problems with people
running out of time to vote as experienced during the last general election in some
areas was not expected.

It was explained that candidates standing for election should be known by 4 April
and it was expected that 15 Mayoral candidates and 220 Councillor candidates
would stand. There were currently 120 polling stations in the city and the count for
the elections would take place on the Friday after the election at around 8am. With
regards to the Leicester South by-election it was expected that the count for this
would take place on either the Saturday or the Monday after the election. Perry
commented that information on the election would be contained in LINK magazine,
on the Council’s website and he would also be providing interviews to the BBC and
Radio Leicester.

It was queried whether a voter would be able to obtain a new ballot form should they
make a mistake on the one they were given. Perry commented that it was possible to
obtain a new form however it would need to be recorded that a new one was given.

141. LOCAL INVOLVEMENT NETWORK (LINKk)
Members agreed to accept this extra item.
Katherine Newman, Community Engagement Worker provided a quick update on the

Local Involvement Network (LINk). It was explained that LINk would be changing its
name to Healthwatch and it would be the only method in which was members of the



public could have a say on whether they were in favour of the proposed changes by
the Government to Health services. Residents were informed that the network held a
number of local events, workshops and task groups.

142. DRUG AND ALCOHOL ACTION TEAM

Sue Holden, Alcohol Strategy Manager provided a presentation on the Alcohol Harm
Reduction Consultation for Leicester City.

Sue explained that there had been a rising amount of problems related to alcohol
particularly over the last 20 years. The Government had produced the country’s first
alcohol harm reduction strategy in 2004 and this had been updated in 2007 to Safe,
Sensible, Social which was designed to address issues such as licensing issues,
alcohol fuelled crime, protecting young people and tackle irresponsibly managed
premises.

Residents were informed that the focus was on the minority of drinkers who caused
or experienced the most harm, these were:

e 18-24 year old binge drinkers,
e Young people under 18 who drink alcohol,
e Harmful adult drinkers.

It was explained that the strategy had been ongoing for the past three years however
there would be a refresh. Sue explained the picture for Leicester with regards to
alcohol, it was stated that:

o 75-80% of the Leicester population were either low risk or non drinkers.

e There were higher rates of non drinkers than the national average.

e There were high levels of binge drinking and high levels of both hazardous
drinkers and harmful drinkers.

e Drinking levels were higher in the west of the city.

e There were also worse rates than the national average for alcohol specific
mortality, chronic liver disease in men and alcohol related hospital
admissions.

Residents were informed of the results of the Leicester lifestyle survey 2010 for
adults agenda 16 or over. The following information was reported:

53% currently drank alcohol.

59% of men and 47% of women drank alcohol.

68% of alcohol drinkers were white.

27% drank above the daily recommended maximum units on a typical day
and 25% drank within recommended guidelines.

¢ Men were more likely to drink about the threshold compared to women.

With regards to the Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields ward, it was noted that it
ranked quite low with regards to alcohol prevalence above the recommended
maximum unit on a weekly basis however the figure was increased for a daily basis.



In response to a query regarding the type of survey that was conducted, the Chair
stated that it could have been a population survey. It was stated that respondents to
the survey may not have been drinking at the addresses they had provided in the
survey. It was noted that the daily recommended intake for men was 3-4 units while
for women it was 2-3 units.

Sue explained some of the targets for the city. These included reducing hospital
admission rates and reducing alcohol related violence. The Community Meeting was
informed of the strategic objectives which were focused on. These included:

Prevention

Community Safety
Treatment

Children and Young People

Progress on the strategic objectives was provided. This included:
Prevention

¢ A normative campaign had been piloted where it had been stated that it was
normal not to drink.

e There was also a rolling programme with regard to units of alcohol as the
Government were concentrating on making sure people were aware of their
alcohol intake by units. It was thought better education could help change
people’s behaviour.

e There had been test purchase operations carried out in the city.

e There had been funding provided for support to parents of teenagers at risk.

Community Safety

e |t was stated that work had been done to address street drinking.

e Work was also being done to address violent crime and improve the co-
ordination of the night time economy.

e There had been the introduction of the Alcohol Arrest Referral Scheme and
the Fixed Penalty Diversion Scheme where people causing drink related
problems were given a fixed penalty and were required to attend an
information session on alcohol crime.

It was queried who was to be contacted if a young person below the legal age was
seen carrying alcohol. It was stated that agencies such as social services, education
welfare, schools, police or any other agency responsible for children should be able
to assist.

It was queried whether the strategy was neighbourhood based. Sue explained that it
was aimed to link in whenever possible and targeted work was being done in needed
areas.



Concern was raised that there was a culture amongst some employers to encourage
drinking amongst their employees. It was noted however that this was up to the
employer to look at their policy.

143. LIBRARIES
Members agreed to accept this extra item.

Tracey Inchley, Senior Community Librarian was present to talk about the library
service.

Tracey explained that she was the new librarian at the Brite Centre and informed the
Community Meeting that in April the library would become a UK Online centre which
would allow staff there to deliver computer training. It was stated that the
Government was keen to see everyone become more computer literate.

Residents were informed that there were various events running throughout the
Easter holidays. It was also stated that commencing on May 14 was Adult Learners
week.

144. RECYCLING
Members agreed to accept this extra item.

Jenny Loran, Service Development Manager was present to provide an update on
the Recycling Pilot scheme.

Jenny explained that some of the benefits of the pilot scheme were that it would
allow an expanded range of items to be recycled and it was easy to understand for
residents. The Community Meeting was informed that every property in the trial area
with a green box had been provided with a roll of orange sacks. It was stated that the
sacks were collected each week along side the regular grey bin collections.

Residents were informed that the trial had commenced on 14 September and there
were around 6500 properties included in the trial. It was stated that the trial had
initially been for six months.

Jenny explained the progress of the pilot scheme so far. It was noted that
Braunstone has seen an increase in set out and participation rates, these rates
indicate the number of residents taking part in recycling each week and overall. The
set out rate has increased from 33% to 58%, while participation has increased from
50% to 78%. Braunstone has also seen an increase of more than double in the
amount of recycling collected from 1.5tonnes per week to an average of 4.2tonnes
per week. It was also reported that the amount of waste collected has dropped from
21.9 to 20.7 tonnes each week.

Jenny stated that work was being done with residents to obtain feedback on the pilot
and there were focus groups planned for May 2011. There would also be a new
system of ordering bags rolled out just before Easter. This would consist of the 29
orange bags being flat packed with one pink bag. Residents would have to put the



pink bag out for collection when they need new bags, which would be delivered
automatically by the crews. Jenny reported that the trial would be continuing while a
final decision is made on whether the new scheme will be rolled out city wide. In
response to a query about the material of the bags, Jenny stated that the bags were
made out of at least 90% recycled plastic and designed to be thicker than normal
bags to help reduce piercing by items such as glass. It was also stated that the bags
would be recycled again and would not go to landfill.

In response to a query regarding the green box, Jenny stated that the green boxes
could only collect three types of items however the orange bags would be able to
collect a wider range of items however, we cannot accept polystyrene, textiles, food
etc.. It was queried where the recycling was taken, Jenny explained that currently the
orange recycling bags were taken to the Ball Mill where they were bulked up on to a
larger vehicle for transportation to Trafford Park in Manchester for mechanical
sorting. She added that it was hoped to have a new facility in Birmingham for this
process which would be much closer. It was queried whether all waste could be
placed together in the orange bags or whether items such as glass would have to be
separated. Jenny stated that all items were able to be placed together however
people were asked to tie the bags up.

145. CITY WARDEN UPDATE
Members agreed to accept this extra item.

Noel Cazley, City Warden for the Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields Ward provided
a quick update and informed the Community Meeting that if someone was seen
dropping litter on the street then they would be issued with a fixed penalty notice of
£80. Residents were also informed that ‘stubbies’ were available from the Council for
people to dispose of their cigarettes in.

146. MULTI ACCESS CENTRES

This item was not considered due to the relevant officer not being in attendance.
147. RIVERSIDE SCHOOL

This item was moved up the agenda.

Councillor Cooke provided an update on the Riverside School site. He reported that
there were ongoing discussions regarding the site and stated that the site would not
be developed for housing. The current plans involved turning the site into an
education village with the focus being on moving Ellesmere School to the site.
Councillor Cooke stated that there was an issue with the shortage of primary schools
in the area and it was also important that a community facility was provided.
Residents were informed that work had been done with the Headteacher and
Governors of Riverside School to make sure children’s education was not affected
by the closure of the school with a particular focus being on year nine pupils who had
all been relocated. It was stated that lessons had been learnt from previous school
closures.



In response to a query regarding the community facility, Councillor Cooke stated that
this was still being discussed and residents would be part of the consultation. In
response to a query regarding the entrance to the school, Councillor Cooke reported
it was planned this would be via Braunstone Lane however there was public right of
way in the nearby playing fields and this needed to be fenced off. He added that
there would be traffic problems if the entrance was via Lyncote Road.

148. BRAUNSTONE HALL
This item was moved up the agenda.

Councillor Cooke provided an update on the latest situation with regards to
Braunstone Hall. He reported that there had been two prospective developers.
Residents were informed that the enabling land off Hinckley Road had been put up
for sale and two bids had been submitted however these were well below the asking
price. It was reported that other bids had been submitted for negotiations on the said
land and were progressing. Councillor Cooke stated that negotiations were still
ongoing and the two interested parties had been asked to develop business plans for
the Hall however both parties had asked that the boundaries for the site be reviewed
but except for minor ‘line’ changes there were rejected. Councillor Cooke also
informed residents that it was important to make sure the Hall was protected so it did
not deteriorate even more.

149. CENSUS
Members agreed to accept this extra item.

Councillor Cooke informed the Community Meeting about the Census. It was
explained that 27 March was Census day when the forms needed to be filled out and
that the new way of filling in the forms through a self completion system which was
different from previous Censuses. It was explained that previous census data was
protected by law and was not released for 100 years. It was further explained that
the information submitted as part of the Census was not shared by the Government
or given to any other organisations. Councillor Cooke explained that it was believed
the city was receiving less money than it should do due to a misunderstanding of
how many people lived in the city reflecting a shortfall in completed forms. He stated
that the basis of the grant given by the Government to local authorities was based on
their population. Residents were informed that it was a legal requirement to fill in the
form and were encouraged to do so.

150. COMMUNITY MEETING BUDGET

This item was moved up the agenda.

Councillor Cooke presented the Community Meeting budget.
The following applications were submitted for consideration:

e Internet Broadband Installation, The Manor House Community Association,
Paul Howgill - £883.20



It was explained that the application was for the establishment of an IT suite at the
Manor House Community Centre with an internet connection.

RESOLVED:
that the application be supported and £884 be allocated from the Ward
Action Plan Fund subject to final approval from the Cabinet Lead for
Front Line Service Improvement and Neighbourhoods and the Leader
of the Council.

e Lunch Club Transport, The Manor House Community Association, Paul
Howgill - £910

It was explained that the application was to help with transport for residents who
have difficulties getting to the Manor House for the lunch club. Members suggested
extending the lunch club to the residents of Mortimer Way and stated that if there
was an opportunity to increase membership of the club then it should be promoted.

RESOLVED:
that the application be supported and £910 be allocated from the Ward
Community Fund subject to final approval from the Cabinet Lead for
Front Line Service Improvement and Neighbourhoods and the Leader
of the Council.

e Braunstone Clean-Up Campaign, Braunstone Foundation (b-inspired), -
£2,486.80

It was explained that the application was being requested on behalf of the
Braunstone Clean-Up Group, which was a Task Group of the Braunstone
Neighbourhood Management Board. It was explained that the group carried out
campaign work throughout the year to improve the local environment. It was agreed
that £1,186 be funded which would contribute to the cost to paint repaired railings
and the underpasses in the area. Residents were informed that the rest of the
funding requested would be deferred until the next municipal year. Additionally it was
stated Community Payback would provide the labour for the painting scheme.

RESOLVED:
that the application be supported and £1,186 be allocated from the
Ward Community Fund subject to final approval from the Cabinet Lead
for Front Line Service Improvement and Neighbourhoods and the
Leader of the Council.

e Fullhurst Community College Hardship Fund Start Up, Tom Campbell,
Head, Fullhurst Community College - £5,000

It was explained this item would be deferred until the next meeting. It was stated that

the services offered covered three wards and suggested that money be allocated
from all three wards to get the project moving.
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e Simon Seal, Si Sports Ltd, Friday Night Football Sessions at Fullhurst
Community College 6pm — 7.30pm - £1,485

It was explained that the application was for running of football sessions attended by
young people aged 8 to 17 years at Fullhurst Community College from 1 April 2011
to 29 July 2011.

RESOLVED:
that the application be supported and £1,485 be allocated from the
Ward Community Fund subject to final approval from the Cabinet Lead

for Front Line Service Improvement and Neighbourhoods and the
Leader of the Council.

Residents were informed that the application for the rest of the Braunstone Clean Up
and an application for the Caribbean Carnival were currently on hold.

151. ANNUAL REVIEW OF COMMUNITY MEETINGS

Councillor Cooke went through a list of funding applications that had been approved
by the Community Meeting since it’s first meeting. It was agreed that the list would
be circulated with the minutes.

152. BRAUNSTONE PARK AND ROWLEY FIELDS ACTION PLAN

This item was not considered.

153. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Concern was raised regarding the short notice of the distribution of the publicity. It
was explained that this was due to the short time scales between the last meeting
and the current one.

Members thanked residents for their support.

154. CLOSE OF MEETING

The meeting closed at 7:22pm.
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Minute ltem 151

Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields Community Meeting Grants
2008 -2011

Date Bid Approved Bid Amount

Funding for 3 Police bikes and
December 2008 equipment - bid from £1,729
Braunstone Joint Action Group

Trip to Theatre for users of the

December 2008 Turning Point Womens Centre

£250

Funding for the Mini Moto
March 2009 Academy - bid from National £2,000
Crime Reduction Agency

Braunstone Community
March 2009 Carnival - Bid from Braunstone £2,000
Community Association

Braunstone Art Exhibition - bid
March 2009 From Braunstone Community £2,000
Association

Funding for promoting Ward

March 2009 Community Meetings

£1,350

Young Persons Flower
June 2009 Planting Event - bid from £500
Friends of Highway Spinney

Braunstone Community
Bonfire and Fireworks Display

September 2009 - bid from Braunstone £2,000
Community Association
Sunday Night at Her Majesty's -
supporting the expenses of a
October 2009 young people's performing arts £500

group invited to perform at a
West End theatre - bid from Kidz
to Entertain U

Make A Difference Day - Cover
Expenses relating to day of
October 2009 activity to spruce up Ashthorpe £150
Road Area - bid from Joint Action
Group




Date Bid Approved

Bid

Amount

December 2009

Achievement Project for
Braunstone Park and Rowley
Fields Residents - offering
opportunities in volunteering,
training, employment and
mentoring - bid from b-active

£2,930

December 2009

Braunstone Golden Gloves
Amateur Boxing Club - bid for
funding for equipment

£1,419

December 2009

Rowley Fields Community
Event - Trip to Christmas
Pantomime at DeMontfort Hall for
local elderly people.

£553

March 2010

Community fund basketball
sessions - 20 sessions at the
Braunstone Leisure Centre - Bid
from Karl Brown (Warriors
Basketball Club)

£1,350

March 2010

Braunstone Clean-Up
Campaign 2010 - Activities
throughout the year to improve
the local environment - bid from
Braunstone Community
Association

£1,500

June 2010

Funding for 2010 Braunstone
Community Carnival - bid from
Braunstone Community
Association

£2,000

June 2010

Funding for Braunstone Sports
Festival - bid from Braunstone
Foundation

£700

June 2010

Community Cohesion Events
Plan - African Drumming
workshops - bid from Lesta-Zim

£1,043

October 2010

Funding for the Braunstone
Community Awards - bid from
Braunstone Residents Network

Committee

£500




Date Bid Approved

Bid

Amount

October 2010

Braunstone Community
Bonfire and Fireworks Display
2010 - bid from the Braunstone

Foundation

£2,000

October 2010

Braunstone Clean-Up
Campaign 2010 - funding for
temporary toilets for 2 week
clean up of Rancliffe Gardens -
bid from Braunstone Foundation

£205

November 2010

Replacement Turf at Cort
Crescent Community Centre -
bid from Tony Russell

£325

February 2011

Active Women - Funding to
support coaching and playing
opportunites for women's
basketball - bid from Love Hoops
Foundation

£250

February 2011

Older People's Consultation -
funding for a targeted
consultation for people aged 60+
- bid from b-inspired

£3,010

February 2011

Leicester and Leicestershire
Photographic Exhibition and
programme of talks - including
'What Braunstone Means to Me'
exhibition - event held at the
BRITE Centre - bid from
Leicester and Leicestershire
Photographic Society

£472

February 2011

Gallards Hill and Bendbow
Rise Environmental
Improvements - part funding for
work including cleaning and
painting the underpass - bid from
Regeneration, Highways &
Transportation, LCC

£5,000




Date Bid Approved

Bid

Amount

February 2011

Funding for additional
promotion of Ward Community
Meetings

£1,000

March 2011

Braunstone Clean-up
Campaign 2011 - Specific
Funding for re-painting the

railings along the underpasses
on Benbow Rise and Gallards
Hill, in conjunction with the
Community Payback Team at the
Probation Service - bid from
Braunstone Foundation

£1,186

March 2011

Internet Broadband Installation
at the Manor House
Community Centre - bid from
the Manor House Community
Association

£884

March 2011

Friday Night Football Sessions

- funding for football sessions for

young people every Friday for 18
weeks - bid from Si Sports

£1,485

March 2011

Lunch Club Transport -
transport for patrons to Tuesday
older people's lunch club - bid
from Manor House Community
Association

£910
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